
KeysThe
Winter Edition 2018

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Morristown, NJ



2

From the Associate Rector                              

Let us affirm our faith....With these words, the priest invites the congregation 
to recite the Nicene Creed during the Holy Eucharist. For Episcopalians and 
many other Christians, recitation of the Nicene Creed is an important way to 
publicly affirm our faith in one God, holy and undivided Trinity.

Episcopalians can also publicly affirm their faith—and the Church encourages 
them to do so—by presenting themselves to a bishop for the ancient rite of 
laying on of hands. Most of us are familiar with the affirming rite known as 
“confirmation.” Most every year, our parish prepares young people (typically 
13 or 14 years old) for confirmation through formal instruction, participation 
in service projects, and fellowship gatherings.

Confirmation, however, is not just for adolescents. And confirmation is just one of the ways parishioners at St. Peter’s 
can make a public affirmation of faith. On Saturday, April 21, 2018, the Right Reverend Mark Beckwith, Bishop 
of Newark, will preside over a service of confirmation, reception, and reaffirmation for District 3 of the Diocese 
of Newark (which includes St. Peter’s). Bishop Beckwith will confirm parishioners (adults as well as adolescents), 
receive parishioners into the Episcopal Church who were confirmed in other Christian denominations, and 
acknowledge the reaffirmation of faith by parishioners who have previously been confirmed or received. The 
service will take place at Grace Church in Madison at 10 a.m.

Several adults are currently preparing to be confirmed or received as Episcopalians. Through meetings and reading 
assignments, we are covering a number of topics including the significance of confirmation and baptism, distinctive 
aspects of Episcopal/Anglican theology and worship, and the history of the Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion. Adults wishing to reaffirm their faith are also welcome to participate in these preparations, but are 
not required to do so.

We encourage adult parishioners who would like reaffirm their Christian faith to do so on April 21. If you have 
already been confirmed or received, but feel a call to publicly acknowledge your commitment to your Christian 
faith, please contact me by e-mail (dgross@stpetersmorristown.org) or telephone (973-538-0555, ext. 113). Please 
contact me no later than Friday, February 16.

Peace

The Rev’d Dan Gross, Associate Rector

A note from Janet: Thinking about Lent
Often people think about giving up something for Lent.  It’s a good thing, 
a nice time to mark a change - looking forward to Easter and its relief.  Yet 
I wonder, what about taking on something new?  Adding rather than de-
creasing?   Adding some self-care?  A time for reading what you love?  A 
time to see a friend, visit a museum or sing karaoke?  What about adding a 
ministry you have always yearned for?   You may even consider a liturgical 
role?  Would you like to administer a chalice?  Carry a torch?  Bring the 
elements forward for communion?   Help with the flowers on Saturday 
morning?  Sometimes it’s not what we take away, but what we include in 
our lives which shows the power of God.
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Syrinx: XXII trio-Saturday, March 17th at 7:30 pm

This exciting event marks the first public performance on 
our recently restored Steinway grand piano in the Nave. 
Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for students children under 
18 are free. (Note: The Morristown St. Patrick’s Day parade 
is one week prior- no need to worry!)

The remarkable synergy of three outstanding musicians, 
each bringing to the stage his own point of view and 
expertise. With a vast array of flutes of all kinds and sizes - a 
veritable pan-pipe or Syrinx - a new approach to music and 
programming -thinking forward to the 22nd century is 
forged: unrestrained, creative, collaborative, and always at 
the highest artistic level.

Syrinx: XXII had its premier concert in Manhattan in April 
2014, receiving an immediate invitation to return in 2015, along with invitations to perform at the CCB in Lisbon 
in 2015.  The group toured India in 2016 and is planning their next tour for November of 2018.  Composers have 
taken note and have written for the group’s distinctive sound and musicianship.

Robert McCormick, organist- Friday, April 20 at 
7:30pm

St. Peter’s welcomes acclaimed organist Robert McCormick. Described by Choir & Organ as “indomitable 
and immensely gifted” and by The Macon Telegraph as “an artist of rare sensitivity and passion”, organist Robert 
McCormick is widely heralded by his colleagues as one of the finest concert and church musicians of this era. 
Known for his creative and unique abilities in organ improvisation, Mr. McCormick was a semi - finalist in the 2005 
St. Albans International Organ Festival Improvisation Competition. He has been a featured artist and clinician 
at numerous conventions and conferences of the AGO, the Association of Anglican Musicians, and the Royal 
School of Church Music in America, playing recitals and services, and presenting workshops on church music 
and choral training. Mr. McCormick is the newly - appointed Organist and Choirmaster of St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church in Philadelphia. This follows eight years as Director of Music at St. Paul’s Parish, K Street, Washington, 
D.C. From 2001−2008 he served as Organist and Music Director at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, New York. 
Adults $15, College Students $10;  free admission for children under 18.

Music at St. Peter’s                        



Shrove Tuesday Dinner
Our Shrove Tuesday Dinner will be on Tuesday, February 13th from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall. Suggested 
donation of $5.00 per person and $15.00 for a family of four. The dinner benefits the Afterschool on South Program. 
Reserve a spot by email: dklikier@stpetersmorristown.org.

Lenten Family Retreat, March 3 
Participants will each make a set of prayer beads to take home and will learn about the unique symbolism of the 
pattern as well as many different ways to pray with them. Join Katherine Bickerton on Saturday, March 3 from 
9:30 – 11:30 am in Room 6 of the Undercroft and spend some quiet family time together marking Lent. Sign up 
in the Undercroft or email: kbickerton@stpetersmorristown.org.

Annual Meeting
The annual meeting will be held on March 4, at 11:45 am  in the Parish Hall. We will be voting to fill four, three-year 
vestry positions and a single one-year completion vestry term

Syrinx: XXII trio, Saturday, March 17 at 3:00 pm - This exciting event marks the first public performance 
on our recently restored Steinway grand piano in the Nave. Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for students children 
under 18 are free. The remarkable synergy of three outstanding musicians, each bringing to the stage his own point 
of view and expertise. With a vast array of flutes of all kinds and sizes.

Confirmation, Reception and Reaffrimation
Saturday, April 21st, 10:00 am, Grace Church, Madison, NJ (see Associate Rector’s letter, page 2)

Election of the Next Bishop of Newark
On Saturday, May 19th, clergy and lay delegates of the Diocese of Newark will meet in a Special Convention to 
elect the 11th Bishop of Newark, who will succeed our current Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Mark Beckwith. The 11th Bishop 
will be consecrated at a special service that will take place in Newark on Saturday, September 22nd. For more 
information, refer to the “Bishop Search” section of the Diocese of Newark’s website: https://dioceseofnewark.
org/bishop-search.

Derby Day, Saturday, May 5
The Vestry is hosting a Derby Day Party as its spring fundraising event. The party will begin at 5 pm and feature a 
variety of games associated with the Kentucky Derby. 

The next Baptism Sunday: 
April 8th at the 10:15 am service. Please contact Rev’d Dan Gross ext. 113 or dgross@stpetersmorristown.org for 
more information.

4

Upcoming Events   at St. Peter’s                     
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Vestry nominating Comittee Report                      

The Nominating Committee met several times over the past month and worked towards presenting a slate that rep-
resents many different groups within the church. The Nominating Committee consists of: D. Klikier, chair, 
Rev. J. Broderick, ex-officio; P. Griffee, C. Kimm. D. Andersen, M. Sutcliffe, N. Boccino, G. Munn and M. Pfeifer.  

There are five vacancies this year; four three-year terms and a one-year vacancy of an unexpired term. The Committee is 
pleased to present the following names:Venanzio Cortese, Kevin Kelly, Lucille Knapik, Cate Proulx and Matt Stephens. 
Biographies are included below.  The Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, March 4th, immediately following the 10:15 
am service. If you need more information contact Dee Klikier or Dan Gross.

Candidates For Warden 

Daniel J. Anderson
Occupation: VW Fixed Operation Manager  
Number of years at St. Peter’s: 4
Year & place of Baptism:  1957,  St. Peter’s, Perth Amboy N.J.
Year & place of Confirmation:  1969, St. Peter’s, Perth Amboy N.J

It is an honor to serve on the Vestry at St. Peter’s.  Being a life-long Episcopalian and very active 
in the Church especially as a child and young adult makes this opportunity extremely special.  
I’ve interacted with many of the past and present people who served at St. Peter’s in Perth 

Amboy.  They, along with the Rector(s), Priests and Deacons were the people I’ve always looked up to.  I’ve served in 
a Fire Department as a Line Officer and Vice President for many years.  My positive attitude, my commitment to the 
Church and God along with experience and discipline in teaching martial arts to children, teens and adults and my 
extensive business consulting experience will help the Church and Rector in bringing all members (active, inactive and 
new) together as a group to grow and prosper as a community, Church and family.

Nerissa Boccino
Occupation:  Manager – Project Management
Number of years at St. Peter’s:  23 Years 
Place of Baptism:  All Saints’ Anglican Church, New Amsterdam, Guyana
Place of Confirmation:  All Saints’ Anglican Church, New Amsterdam, Guyana 

I have prayed about serving for an additional term as Warden. I do feel that I am being guided 
by the Holy Spirit to continue God’s work in this capacity. During the past two years as War-
den, I have been able to work closely with Janet and the Vestry on the many important decisions 

that had to be made for the continued growth of St. Peter’s as well as the many repairs of key aspects  to maintain our 
buildings. I will be honored to serve as Warden for an additional two years to continue some of the work that has 
already begun. St. Peter’s sponsored Ken’s discernment to the Vocational Diaconate and hosted his ordination in 2015. 
These blessings, memories, many other leadership positions and the rewards of being Warden for the past two years at 
St. Peter’s has led me to prayerfully consider running for a second term as Warden.



Vestry Candidate Biographies

Venanzio Edward Cortese 
Occupation: Attorney 
Number of years at St. Peter’s: 1 year
Year & place of Baptism:  1996, Church of the Resurrection, Smithtown, New York 
Year & place of Confirmation:1996, Church of the Resurrection, Smithtown, New York 
Altar Guild (Dec. 2016 to present) 

When I was asked to stand for election to the Vestry, I was honored and saw it as an opportunity help 
St. Peter’s continue to be the welcoming house of worship that it has been. St. Peter’s has meant so 
much to my wife and me since we began worshiping here. New as we were to Morristown, the com-
munity of St. Peter’s welcomed us both with open arms and brought us into communion with God, 

one another, and our fellow parishioners. Giving back to St. Peter’s by serving on the Vestry is not only humbling, but also a great responsibility 
that I readily accept. 

Kevin Kelly
Occupation: Consultant to Pharmaceutical Industry
Number of Years at St. Peter’s: 21 (1993 - 2003 and 2007 - present)
Place of Baptism: St. Peter’s
Choir section leader: 1993 - 2003, 2016 - present
Acolyte Guild: Acolyte Warden and trainer, 2017 - present; Crucifer, 2016 - present; Lector, 2016 
- present
Author: St. Peter’s Liturgical Customary: 2017
Vestry appointee: November 2017 - present

I have a deep love for all that St. Peter’s is. From the moment I first came to St. Peter’s, I knew it as 
my spiritual home, and it continued to be regardless of where my travel or work took me. I have the passion, drive, and business skills to help 
St. Peter’s continue to grow and evolve. My desire is that everyone - parishoners and those who are not yet parishoners - feel the spirit of 
Christ’s love in this place and are drawn to the beauty of our worship and the fellowship of our people.

Cate Proulx
Occupation: School Psychologist
Number of Years at St. Peter’s: 13
Place of Baptism: St Peter’s, Essex Fells (1980)
Place of Confirmation: Trinity and St Phillip’s Cathedral, Newark, as a member of St Peter’s (2016)
Usher: 2014- present, Greeter: 2016-present, Lay Reader: 2015, Nominating Committee: 2015
Discernment Committee for fellow parishioner: 2014

I have been a member of St Peter’s for 13 years, since my husband and I were married in 2005.  Our 
three children have all been baptised here and St. Peter’s has become our spiritual home.  I am a 
school psychologist and enjoy working with children and families.  I am involved in and have held 

leadership positions in many community based organizations, including Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Parent Teacher Organizations and Par-
ent Advisory Boards for a local paediatrician’s office and child study team.  At St. Peter’s, I am a member of the Usher and Greeter teams.  I 
have served as a lay reader and on nominating and discernment committees.  I would be honoured to give back to St. Peter’s as a member 
of the Vestry.  I hope to be a faithful representative of the congregation while supporting the logistical workings of the church.  I look 
forward to deepening my connection with the congregation and serving my fellow parishioners and the community.
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Lucille Anne Knapik
Occupation: Retired
Number of Years at St. Peter’s: 22
Place of Baptism: St. Ann’s Church of Morrisania, Bronx, NY 
Place of Confirmation: Church of the Annunciation, Oradell, NJ 
Implementation Committee Member on last Capital Campaign, Building and Grounds 
Committee Member (early 2000’s ), Co-chaired with Bruce Rand the Memorial Walkway 
Project, Facilitator and Donor of 8:00 am coffee hour Breakfast (1st Sunday of each month) 
Lector regularly at the Thursday 12:10 pm Service and at 8:00 am Sundays when scheduled 
Work and/or provide food for Community Soup Kitchen 

As a lifelong Episcopalian, involved for the past 22 years at St. Peter’s, I believe St. Peter’s is my church home, in which I wish to play 
a leadership role. My husband and I have lived in several parts of the country as he was relocated with Cadillac Division of General 
Motors, including Washington, DC, Birmingham (Detroit), MI and Thousand Oaks (LA), CA.  With near 40 years of professional 
work experience in varied manufacturing industries in NJ as well as these out-of-state locations, I have gained the ability to success-
fully adapt to many challenges.

Matthew Stephens
Your occupation: VP, Sales and Product Management
Number of years at St. Peter’s:14 
Year & place of Baptism:1968, Holy Cross Parish, Indianapolis, IN
Year & place of Confirmation:1985,  Immaculate Heart of Mary, Indianapolis, IN
Stewardship Committee 2005, Adult Education Committee 2005-2011, Search Committee, 
2010-2011, Lector, 2005-present, Chalicist, 2005-present, Acolyte, 2016-present, Mission Com-
mittee chair, Christ Church, Cambridge, MA 1999-2001, Refugee Immigration Ministry Board 
Member and representative from Christ Church 1999-2001

St. Peter’s has been the spiritual home for myself, my wife Tara, and our children Lexie (16) and 
David (13) for many years.  Our church is an important spiritual and community resource in 
Morristown.  My family and I have benefited from the ministries of St. Peter’s, and I would like 

to increase my contribution of skills and time to keep St. Peter’s strong for our parishioners and broader community, now and in the 
future.  In serving on the St. Peter’s Vestry, I will draw upon my years of experience as a manager and executive in private and public 
companies, my experience serving on for-profit and non-profit boards and committees, and my experience volunteering in churches 
and non-profit organizations.  

Bible Study 

Men’s Bible Study - Saturday morning from 9:00 to 10:00 am.  The Rev’d Dan Gross is leading us 
in the study of the Gospel of John.

Women’s Bible Study - Tuesdays at 10:00 -11:30 am, Rectory with Janet.  We are studying the 
Gospel of Mark. 

Monday Evening Bible Study - You are invited to come to the Rectory on Mondays for Bible 
study with Janet. This Monday Evening Study includes men and women.  Mondays from 6:00 to 7:30 
pm. We are studying the Gospel of Mark. Coffee and tea will be served. 



8

Christine Mary & John Shelby Spong Lecture Series 

The Rev. Fred Plumer, President of Progressive Christianity  
Parish Hall on Saturday, April 14, 10:00 am to 12:30 pm  

Registration begins at 9:30 am with coffee and light breakfast.
Ticket are $20.00 and can be purchased at www.stpetersmor-
ristown.org. 

In 1986 Rev. Plumer was called to the Irvine United Congre-
gational Church in Irvine, CA to lead a new start up church.  
He remained 18 years retiring in 2004.  The church became 
known throughout the denomination as one of the more 
exciting and progressive mid-size congregations in the nation.  
He served on the Board of Directors of the Southern Califor-
nia Conference of the United Church of Christ for five years, 

and chaired the Commission for Church Development and Evangelism for three of those years.

In 2006 Fred was elected President of Progressive Christianity.Org.  As a member of the Executive Council for 
TCPC he wrote “The Study Guide” for the 8 points by which we define: Progressive Christianity.

He has published articles on church development, building faith communities and redefining the purpose of 
the enlightened Christian Church.  His book “Drink from the Well” is an anthology from speeches, articles and 
numerous publications as the movement evolves to meet new challenges in a rapidly changing world.

Fred and his wife Charron,  have three adult daughters, six grandchildren, a cat & two horses.

The 8 Points of Progressive Christianity 
We are Christians who....

1.  Believe that following the path and teachings of Jesus 
can lead to an awareness and experience of the Sacred and 
the Oneness and Unity of all lives;

2.  Affirm that the teachings of Jesus provide but one of 
many ways to experience the Sacredness and Oneness of 
life, that we can draw from diverse sources of wisdom in 
our spiritual journey;

3.  Seek community that is inclusive of ALL people, 
including but not limited to: Conventional Christians and 

questioning skeptics, believers and agnostics, women and 
men, those of all sexual  orientations and gender identities, 
those of all classes and abilities;

4.  Know that the way we behave towards one another is 
the fullest expression of what we believe;

5.  Find grace in the search for understanding and believe 
there is more value in questioning than in absolutes;

6. Strive for peace and justice among all people;

7.  Strive to protect and restore the integrity of our earth;

8.  Commit to a path of life-long learning, compassion and 
selfless love.



Christmas Memories!                                                
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The Keys - Winter 2018   

Worship
Holy Communion – Sunday 
8:00 am & 10:15 am    
6:00 pm Evensong (Healing Service 3rd Sunday)
Holy Communion – Thursday – 12:10 pm

Adult Education
Discovery Hour - 11:45 am
Friday Bridge Group - 10:00 am

The Choirs of St. Peter’s
Adult Choir Rehearsal – Thursday – 7:00 pm
Boys’ & Girls’ Choirs –  
     Tuesday through Thursday – 4:30 pm 

Bible Study, Meditation & Prayer
Men’s Bible Study – Saturday – 9:00 am

Women’s Bible Study - Tuesday - 10:00 am

Evening Bible Study- Monday -6:00 pm

Meditation with Justyn Comer – Wednesday – 
7:30pm

Children & Youth
Sunday School – 11:30 am
Youth Group – Sunday –  3:00 pm, (Dates TBD)

St. Peter’s Weekly Events                           

Thursday Pot Luck Luncheon & 
Lecture! 

February 15th-Dr Jude Pfister, D. Litt, Chief of 
Cultural Resources at Morristown Historical Park 
will speak about The Ford Mansion.

March 15th-Melissa Companick, President of the 
Better Business Bureau will speak about Security and 
Scams- How to Stay Protected.

April 19th- John Morris will be our speaker. He is 
the producer of the film about the Great Swamp of 
Chatam Township which almost became this region’s 
international airport and how he was instrumental in 
fighting that development.

All are welcome!  There is a $2 donation for expenses. 

Mite Boxes - Once again the children and youth of 
St. Peter’s will be collecting donations for the Children 
of the Holy Land.  On Sunday Feb 11, we will hand 
out  mite boxes for our families to fill and bring back 
after Easter.  Our donations will assist children with 
scholarships for schools, summer camp and extended 
medical care.  This is supported through the Episcopal 
Diocese of Jerusalem.  Will you be willing to help and 
share in this important ministry of love and caring?

See Katherine Bickerton or Alan Bowen.

Encore Thrift Shop
Later this winter, Encore will move to new premises on 
the ground floor of 80 Maple Avenue, a church-owned 
property next to the Parish House. While Encore’s new 
home is being prepared, we will continue to welcome 
donations of new or gently-used clothing, home goods, 
and accessories. Our donation bin has been moved to 
the walkway between 80 Maple and the Parish House 
(easily accessible from Maple Avenue or the kitchen 
door of the Parish House). If you have jewelry, furniture, 
or fragile items to donate, contact Lynn Livingston at 
cjmlynn@gmail.com or 973-216-1458.
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   Lent & Holy Week 2018 

Tuesday, February 13thShrove Tuesday        
6:00 pm - Pancake Dinner, Parish Hall

Wednesday, February 14th Ash Wednesday  Lent Begins     
6:30 am - Imposition of Ashes followed by Holy Communion, Nave
12:00 noon - Imposition of Ashes followed by Holy Communion, Nave
5:00 pm - Children’s service, Imposition of Ashes followed by Holy Communion, Nave
7:30 pm - Imposition of Ashes followed by Holy Communion, with Choir, Nave

Sunday, March 25th  Palm Sunday       
8:00 am - Liturgy of the Palms followed by Holy Communion, Nave
10:15 am - Liturgy of the Palms followed by Holy Communion with Choir, Nave

Wednesday, March 28th Tenebrae 
         7:30 pm - Proper Liturgy with Choir, Nave
      
Thursday, March 29th  Maundy Thursday       

12:10 noon - Holy Communion, Nave
7:30 pm - Holy Communion, Nave

Friday, March 30th Good Friday         
12:00 pm - Holy Communion, Nave

Saturday, March 31st Easter Vigil
7:30 pm - Holy Communion with Choir & Brass, Nave
Champagne reception, Parish Hall

Sunday, April 1st  Easter
8:00 am - Holy Communion, Nave
10:15 am - Holy Communion with Choir, Nave,  
Easter Egg Hunt, Front Lawn



St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
121 South Street
Morristown, New Jersey 07960-5221

The Keys of Saint Peter’s
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
121 South Street
Morristown, New Jersey 07960-5221

Office Hours:  Monday to Thursday, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
 Friday, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm

Office Phone:  973.538.0555
Office Fax: 973.538.7790

Sunday Worship
8:00 am  Holy Communion
10:15 am  Holy Communion with Choir
11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee Hour 
11:45 am  Sunday School 
11:45 am  Adult Education 
6:00 pm Evensong  (Healing Service 3rd Sunday)

Thursday Worship
12:10 pm  Holy Communion

The Pastoral Staff
The Rev’d Janet Broderick, Rector, ext 116
The Rev’d Daniel Gross, Associate Rector, ext 113
The Right Rev’d John Shelby Spong, Bishop-in-Residence
Ms. Peeka Trenkle, Seminarian

The Music Staff
Mr. Joshua Stafford, Director of Music, ext 115 
Mr. Jerrick Cavagnaro, Organ Scholar 
Dr. John Dyer, Carillonneur

The Administrative Staff
Mrs. Christy Andersen, Communications Director, ext 119 
Ms. Dee Klikier, Outreach Program Coordinator, ext 111 
Mr. Osh Khublall,  Finance Manager, ext 112 
Mr. Alan Bowen, Associate Minister for Welcome and Community, 118 
Ms. Katherine Bickerton, Director of Sunday School, ext 118

The Vestry:  

Wardens: Mrs. Nerissa Boccino & Mr. Dan Anderson

Vestrypersons:  Mr. Patrick Griffee,  Mr. Chris Kimm,  
Mr. Henry Magno, Ms. Yvette White, Mr. Cameron Dunnan,  
Mr. Robert Rosener, Mr. Michael Giordano, Mr. Justyn  Comer,  
Ms. Susan D’Alessandro, Mr. Kevin Kelly,  
Mr. Michael Sutcliffe, Mrs. Hope Hazen

Treasurers: Messrs. Frank J. Failla, Jr. & Patrick Griffee 
Clerk: Mrs. Debra Joyal

www.stpetersmorristown.org  |


